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Our school was built on the faith
of many people in Rwanda and
the world who believed in a
dream and the people behind that
dream, even though sometimes it
felt like we were deep in
Rwandan red clay mud just after
a hard rain. I heard it again from
16 year old Gabe Ferrick who
just returned from Rwanda this
summer, “Robin is the most
amazing person I have ever met.”
We all feel that way and that is
why the Rwanda School Project
has gone from great idea to 70
students in 6 years. And we
continue to move forward during
sometimes challenging financial
times.
Our goals as an organization
are to be self sustaining, to
provide an excellent and
innovative education, and to
emphasize scholarships for girls
and those who could not
otherwise afford this caliber of
school. We are working very
hard to accomplish these goals.
Our student population is
approximately 50% girls, we
have many generous donors who
have been matched with needy
students and we are providing a
(See President Continued on page 2)
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We have new students this year
who need scholarship assistance.
When you give a one-year
($100/mo) scholarship, you are
assigned a particular student,
receive his or her pictures, and, if
you wish, you can correspond
with your student. Some parents
can provide for half the support
of their child, but still need a half
scholarship ($600). If you have
considered giving a scholarship,
but can not quite make the
$100/mo commitment, you may
help by sponsoring a halfscholarship student for $50/mo.
Please (See Scholarship on page 4)
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In our last newsletter, we reported
that we had received $5,639 toward
our dormitory. The final tally was
$25,069 and the donors of the grant
decided to match the total so we
have now raised $55,390 for the
dormitory! With these funds we
were able to construct the walls
and the latrines for the building.
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Robin Strickler, Principal

“They’re so little!” I said as this
year’s new Secondary Form 1
class assembled for our first
Morning Circle of 2012.
“They’re buzzy like little bees!”

Dormitory under construction

We will need another $40,000 to
complete the building. We are
looking for one $40,000 donation
or two $20,000 or four $10,000
donations to complete the project.
As soon as the dormitory is
completed, we will be able to
enroll students who need to board
at the school because they do not
live within walking distance.
tuvefou!tupsjft"
Meet Bosco Karekezi!

(See News, on page 3)
(Continued on page 4)
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Financial Report - Rwanda School Project
January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011

Where we get our money:
Individuals
$ 92,872.71
Churches and organizations
$ 66,068.19
Credit card donations
$ 13,425.99
Grants
$ 22,671.91
Thrivent choice $
773.00
ELCA
$ 24,780.00
Interest
$
87.70
Other
$ 7,546.45
TOTAL
$228,224.95
Overhead is approximately 1.4%.
Board receives no salaries or other
compensation.

Where we spend our money:
School operations $ 27,929.73
School payroll
$ 71,389.30
Loan payments
$ 28,160.97
Credit card deductions $
712.82
Fees and taxes
$ 4,293.00
Audit
$ 2,000.00
**U.S. expenses $ 3,257.13
Capital improvements $ 50,259.91
Miscellaneous
$ 8,960.21
Change in savings $ 30,251.88
TOTAL
$228,224.95
**(fees, stationary, postage and phone
cards)

Expense

Income
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If your company has a matching
grant program, or if you know of
some sources for funding, please
contact us so that we can follow
up on your suggestion. We are
especially looking for a grant for
energy/solar power or other types
of sustainable energy.

Our students say, “The sky is the
limit” and they seem to be testing
that theory.
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www.youtube.com/watch@v=JbjgohP-v-4
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type of education that is
attracting much attention in
Rwanda.
The last piece,
becoming self sustaining, is a
little more challenging and
building a dormitory is critical to
that goal because those who can
afford to attend our school often
live outside our neighborhood.
We have attracted the attention
of those students, but still lack a
place for them to live. Thank
you for your donations to the
dormitory during our matching
grant drive. Thank you for the
faith you have in our dream and
each time I see a picture of one
of our students, I know the
dream has come true for them.

Students often work in small groups.
Uisjwfou!dipjdf

If you are a Thrivent member,
you can direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to The Rwanda
School Project. The ID number
is 515067584.

We offer Full
Circle French
Roast coffee,
from Rwanda.
You can purchase
this coffee at
Holy Cow Coffee:
http:/holycowcoffeecompany.com

Environmental sustainability is
part of being socially responsible.
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We have quite a few 11-yearolds buzzing around our school
this year as we admitted 36 new
students, with some coming
directly from Primary 6. It’s a
sign of greater financial stability
for us, as about two-thirds of
them are paying the majority of
their school fees. Due to increased competition for spots, we’re
also seeing the level of academic
preparation rising. One boy who
has a Rwandan sponsor has been
first in his class every year that
he’s been in school, meaning that
he’s been first of 55 to 60
students!
More importantly for me,
I’ve been delighted to see that
our 16 to 20-year-old Form 3
students have quickly taken on a
friendly role to their junior
classmates and some of the Form
3’s have been surprised (and
motivated) by the excellent
French of a few students from
private schools.
Along with the 11-year-olds,
there are a few much older teens
who have persevered in order to
continue school, like 19-year-old
Emmanuel, who was in my free
English class in 2007, took our
placement test in 2010 and again
in 2011 and finally passed this
year to join Form 2. He’s thrilled
to be in class!
Altogether we have 70
students this year, and we have
approximately 14 more on our
waiting list. We are boarding 28
girls in two classrooms, and 18
boys are squeezed into the small
house on the property. We have
two new teachers and our
challenge will be to forge a

bigger team that still feels
inclusive and supportive. A big
Thank You to all of you who
have already offered to sponsor
students and help build the
dormitory! We are ready for an
exciting year!
tubgg!dpsofs
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Hello Rwanda School Project
Newsletter Readers, I am
Mukangenzi Jeanne and I am a
devoted teacher, which I only
knew just during my school
practice in 2008! I was one of six
girls in a class of 42 students.
I've been teaching science at
Rwamagana Lutheran School
since 2009.

Jeanne teaching a class in Rwanda

At that time, as a new teacher
along with students who were
struggling with English, I felt
challenged, but with the school's
help, especially Robin's, I have
overcome those challenges and
saw my teaching life light up.
Now, I feel proud when I see my
students standing in front and
presenting in very good English!
This is mostly through the books
and other donations from RSP
and other good-hearted people.
Thank you again!
The thing I like the most is
the working environment at my
school, where team work and
respect are highly considered,

and these make my job more
enjoyable and help everybody
that joins us feel the same. “We
are crew not passengers.”
Talk to you later!
Qbsuz!xjui!b!Qvsqptf

Inviting people to your home is
a great way for people to enjoy
themselves, while giving them
the opportunity to participate in
supporting the school.
Some
tips on hosting a fundraising
party:
• Solicit donations for food
and beverages.
• Suggest a donation from each
guest close to the amount
they’d spend on dinner out
($40/$50 per person)Þ
• Ask a board member to
attend to talk about the
students and the schoolÞ
• Play our DVD with footage
from the school (we'd be
happy to provide)Þ
• Display photos of students,
local Rwandan crafts, serve
Rwandan coffee!
If you are interested in having a
board member attend, please let
us know.
Spcjo(t!Tdifevmf

Robin Strickler, principal, will
be visiting the United States
between April 14 and the end of
May. Perhaps she can schedule a
visit with your group or
congregation.
If you would like to schedule a
visit, call Joy Petty, 707 544-5933
or Karl Smith, 707 829-0606.
Joy Petty and Karl Smith are
also available to visit your group
or church to give a presentation
or slide show about The Rwanda
School Project.
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check the appropriate space on
the enclosed envelope and send it
back to us so we can pair you up
with one of our students.
tuvefou!tupsjft"
(Continued on page 1)

Bosco grew up in northern
Rwanda but was orphaned at a
young age. Although he did well
in school, he dropped out and
moved from one odd job to
another. When he came to the
Rwamagana area in search of
work in his teens, a woman hired
him as a house boy for a time,
and then, seeing that he was
clever,
helped him finish
primary school and one year of
secondary. However, when she
had a turn of fortune and could
no longer help him, he again
went looking for work, now aged
19. By chance, he happened to
pass the school and decided to
come in and try the placement
exam. He was amazed when he
passed and is thrilled to be part
of the school. English is hard for
him, but he tries hard and has
inspired other students with his
terrific gymnastic skills.

Bosco and Michael at school
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You are receiving this newsletter
because you have donated to The
Rwanda School Project, and we
are most grateful for our
accumulated
donations
of
$500,000. We have just started a
new school year with 40
continuing students, and 30 new
students and we are attempting to
complete the first wing of our
dormitory.
Since most of our gifts have
been from individuals, and we
now see the need for a continuing income stream to keep the
school
operating
month-tomonth, we are asking for your
help. Will you please pledge a
continuing donation of $25, $50,
$100 per month? Any help that
you can give us will be greatly
appreciated. Our overhead is
under 1.4% and our board does
not receive salaries or other compensation.

Contributions
The Rwanda School Project has
501(C)3 status so all
contributions are tax deductible.
Contributions can be made by
sending a check to:
The Rwanda School Project
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Credit card contributions can be
made online at:
www.rwandaschoolproject.org
At the left, click on the “You
Can Help” link and then go to
the secure link.
PLEASE DONATE NOW
V/!T/!Cpbse!PG!EJSFDUPST
Robin Strickler, Principal
Joy Petty, President
Melissa Becker, Vice President
Libby Bullock, Secretary
Karl Smith, Treasurer
Greg Farrell
Carol Floyd
Val Hulsman
Hetty Irmer
Bishop David Mullen
Cathy Whitlow
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Augustine Rutamu, President, Kigali
Patrick Asiimwe, Rwamagana
Peace Musoni, Kigali
Francine Nyirandoreyaho, Rwamagana
Rehma Raja, Kigali
Meshack Rurangwa, Kigali

We can accept gifts of cars,
boats, or other vehicles. Call
Action Donations at (866) 2448464. After you give them
information about your donation,
you will be asked about the
charity to which you wish to
donate. It is Uif! Sxboeb
tdippm!qspkfdu/
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Robin Strickler, Principal
robinrutsi@gmail.com
PO Box 7264
Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 0856-9212
Karl Smith, Editor, Treasurer
smithkjs@gmail.com
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
(707) 829-0606

