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Facebook and Connections
They call it the Facebook
generation and I know I wasn’t
all for it at all when my teenage
girls were asking to log on and
share everything with the rest of
the world but I have come to
change my mind and realize that
it is all about connections and
relationships. The miles that
used to separate me from my
friends across the country, across
town or even across the world,
don’t anymore. I can see through
pictures and posts what is
happening in their lives.
Facebook has come to
Rwanda too! Our school now
has its very own page to keep
you connected to what is happening so many miles away. I look
for pictures of the student that I
sponsor, I read what developments are occurring in the
construction of the dorm, and I
enjoy all the pictures of our
science and music classes and
know that all the resources you
have given are going directly to
make a change in the life of a
child in Rwanda.
Join the Facebook generation

I have returned inspired by the
wonderful and welcoming people
of Rwanda! For 2 weeks I traveled around as part of a group
comprised of 2 members of my
church in Sterling, VA and 6
Texans. Our group was led by
Grace Spell and Jennifer Gold
who work for World Indigenous
Missions and Cross Trails Ministry. They worked with Robin to
organize a fabulous experience
for us. Each day we met to
prepare for the day’s events with
Bible readings and prayer. In the
evenings we had debriefings
which gave us each a time to
reflect and share the day’s
events. We met so many people
filled with joy and hope.

We spent several days in
Kigali at a guesthouse run by an
organization
called
Solace
Ministries.
They have been
providing trauma counseling,
(See Trip, on page 2)
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When I was in Japan, the phrase
“Examination Hell” was familiar
to every Japanese person. It’s not
quite so stark in Rwanda, but
exams are a key part of the
Rwandan academic system, with
nationwide exams in the 6th, 9th
and 12th years. Exam results can
(See News, on page 3)

(See President Continued on page 2)
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healthcare and other support to
genocide survivors for 18 years.

We
worked
at
the
Rwamagana Lutheran School
with dorm building tasks, built
shelves, organized the library
and staff room, and produced a
book and supply inventory.
Most students were away on
break but there were a few
students to meet and work with,
as well as the loving staff at the
school. I cannot describe how
wonderful it was to see the
school in person and to meet the
people who work there. It is a
remarkable place. The dorm was
going up so quickly that it may
be complete by now!
One afternoon, after a full
day of work, we gathered and
watched a performance from a
troupe of traditional dancers. The
group is just one of the many
examples of people reconciling
and finding peace together after
the genocide.

We went on safari in
Akagera National Park and took

more pictures of zebra and
giraffe than you can imagine! A
hippo walked right across the
road in front of us! We attended
church in Rukira and saw the
results of Lutheran World
Federation’s work in that town.
We visited a growing medical
facility in Mumeya, that was the
fruition of (Robin Strickler’s
husband) John’s community and
leadership building efforts. We
ate the local food (wonderful)
and shopped the local markets
(amazing). We visited a widow’s
sewing cooperative in Kigali and
an orphanage.
It was all
tremendously inspiring!

We learned more about the
genocide and Rwanda’s sad
history of ethnic divide. But, in
the faces of everyone was the
spirit of hope and support for
each other and the gratefulness
for those that take an interest in
their healing and developing
country.
The trip made it so
obvious that good things are
happening in Rwanda. I am
grateful to take a small part in
that.
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and you can see it too. Search
Rwamagana Lutheran School for
our page and then click “like” to
see our FB page which is
updated regularly.
We have several students still
in need of scholarships for 2012
and are looking for some new
donors who would like to take on
that role.
We have gone from
24 students our first year to 70
students this year and we already
have a waiting list for 2013. We
have proven ourselves to the
community and the families who
wanted to “wait and see”. We
want to thank all of you who
donated to help us build the
dorm which is one of the main
reasons our growth is possible
and we don’t want to turn
students away. If this seems like
a good fit for you and you’d like
to make a connection with a
student, please consider becoming a sponsor. Contact Val
Jennings (vhulsman@cisco.com)
or any one of our board
members. We have both full and
partial scholarships available for
either $1200 or $600 per year.
Then Join the Facebook
generation because sometimes
you have to admit the teenagers
in your life are right. Stay
connected!
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determine a student’s future
opportunities, so exams become
important to both students and
teachers.

Contributions
The Rwanda School Project has
501(C)3 status so all
contributions are tax deductible.
Contributions can be made by
sending a check to:
The Rwanda School Project
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

Students taking a test
As in every exam-based
system, there are those who
believe that taking and re-taking
sample exams and memorizing
volumes of answers is the way to
success, but we believe that
giving students
a deeper
understanding of the concepts
will make them stronger in
figuring out the correct answers.
One student realized that a
friend at another school had
memorized
many
English
answers but he couldn’t explain
the
same
material
in
Kinyarwanda. On the other hand,
there are plenty of competent
students, and ours are justifiably
nervous about doing well. Next
week our 16 Form 3 students
will take “Mocks” (mock exams)
and see how they do. The real
exams will be in November and
all of us will plan and pray for
their best success.

Robert Byaruhanga
talking to a student
Hi! I joined RLS in January 2012
to teach Science and as a dorm
parent for boys. Since I joined
the school, I’ve enjoyed the
environment both from students,
staff and the community around.
It’s a great experience for me to
be in an Expeditionary Learning
School. EL is so exciting
because there is more of student
involvement in the learning
process than in the system I was
used to: since I graduated from
Makerere
University-Uganda
way back in 2003, I had not got
such an exposure.
After being used to the
school system and becoming
familiar with students, I’m now
involved in more school
activities like leading the “Tough
Tigers” Crew and also teaching
Computer basics to students and
doing some data management.
I feel proud of the school and
thank the administration for
giving me these opportunities.

Environmental Stewardship

Credit card contributions can be
made online at:
www.rwandaschoolproject.org
At the left, click on the “You
Can Help” link and then go to
the secure link.
PLEASE DONATE NOW
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Want to stay informed?
Sign up to receive our email updates at
www.rwandaschoolproject.org
Look for Rwamagana Lutheran School's
Facebook page for all the latest information about our school.
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