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We have just moved into our new
dormitory which will house 30
girls. Everyone is enjoying this
new addition to our campus, and
for now the boys are using one of
our classrooms as their dormitory
space.
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JOY PETTY, PRESIDENT

As the holidays quickly approach
and | prepare to feed the genera-
tions of family and friends that
come to our home for Christmas
dinner, | can’t help but think about
what December means to our
students in Rwanda. Are they
surrounded by the aromas emanat
ing from the kitchen, are they once
again feeling the absence of a
family member, or are they one of
those without family with which to The new dorm not only provides
celebrate? living space, but also latrines,
December also brings gradua-sinks, and laundry facilities.
tion for our students, a time to Our heartfelt thanks to all of

receive a final evaluation and pro-you who have contributed to
motion to the next grade level. As make this dream possible.
my own daughter, a senior in high

Dorm plans a year ago
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Karl Smith, Treasurer

The completion of the dorm
project is the good news. The
bad news is that we have
depleted our reserve accounts
and now we have an urgent need
to replenish our funds.

Ready to move into the dorm

Won't you please consider a
Christmas gift to the school? If
everyone receiving this news-
letter would contribute $20/mo
we would be solvent for the year.
Please consider putting us on
your Christmas gift list.

school finalizes her choice for col-
lege, | ponder about our first grad-
uating class. What will their future
look like? How have we prepared
them to tackle the challenges of the
world, their country, and their own
family lives? What can we do to
continue to support them as they
venture into the world? | take pride
in answering those questions. Our.
vision for a holistic approach to
education is taking shape. We
focus not only on strict academics
in order to prepare the future
leaders, but address the whole chil

(See President Continued on page 2)

Robin Strickler, Principal

November 9 was our annual
“Presentation  Day’. We've
established a tradition with S1

tion on any topic of their choice

nd S2 students presenting in
SeeNews on page 3)

students doing a short presenta-
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Rwamagana Lutheran School in
the Eastern Province of Rwanda
has been up and running for three
years. In that short time, we've
attracted  notice  for  our

pedagogical methods, students'
abilities in English and the

positive environment of the

school. We are unable to accept
all of the students who have
passed the entrance exam. We
currently teach three grades
beyond elementary school and
look (SeeHistory, on page 2)
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forward to adding a fourth year
as we begin a new school term.

2012 Student Body
Located an hour from the capital,
most local students receive
significant financial assistance.
Many students are orphans, and
in order to be fiscally sustainable,
we need to also house students
from Kigali and other towns so
that we can balance donor
contributions with tuition
income. As many international
observers have noted, Rwanda is
making history with its recovery
from the war and Genocide of
1994: we have an opportunity to
contribute to this very hopeful
and well-placed effort to alter
Rwanda's present and future.

If you are a Thrivent member,
you can direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to The Rwanda
School Project. The ID number
is 515067584.

f Thrivent Financial for Lutherans*
Let’s thrive:

(Continued from page 1) (
and their specific challenges, gifts B il
and talents. We encourage them t%
reach beyond what they thought
they could do; we provide them
with books that open their minds to
the possibilities that didn't exist
before and we support them as they,
take risks in both their education S8
and personal growth. We instill in
them the values of giving back to
their community as witnessed this
year when one of our students
collected blankets for the local
hospital and organized a trip with
several students to
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e were privileged to host US
Ambassador Donald Koran and
Public Affairs Officer Susan
Falatko in early November!

Ambassador Koran and Robin
Left to right: Moses Mufua, Ms.
Falatko, Ambassador Koran and
Robin. Our new dormitory is in the
background.

They took time to talk to all the
students about US and Rwandan
elections, Chicago winters, life in
the foreign service, college study
in the USA, and other topics.
Then they met with six students
(one elected from each Crew)
and the teachers and took a tour
of the school.
| can't wait to attend the gradua- We also had a visit from
tion of our first class in 2015 representatives of the Depart-
because | know that they will be ment of Labor in Rwanda who
fully prepared for their next adven- came to educate students about
ture in life. They will also always human trafficking and how to be
consider the Rwamagana Lutheransavvy about too-good-to-be-true
School to be their home and will offers of free education or
continue to give back to the fabulous jobs that are made by
generations that follow in their traffickers. Although we're sad-
footsteps. dened by the fact that such
Thank you for your continued people are trying to operate in
support with your holiday gifts that Rwanda, we're encouraged that
have allowed us to change lives.the government is taking aggres-
As | gather with my own family, | sive measures to make them
remember that in Rwanda my gift unwelcome.
of education is for life!

Rwanda School Project students

distributing donations at a hospital
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pairs on a school-related topic.

Presentation Day, 2012

S1 student Merci wowed every-
one with the history of Cleopatra
and how she demonstrated her
cleverness as a queen, while 12-
year-old Shema explained how
the lungs work, replete with
descriptions of the alveoli and
trachea. Parents and visitors
enjoyed a brief recorder demon-
stration and the carefully engine-
ered appearance of a hen during
Gloria's speech on chicken care
(in addition to some cock-a-
doodle-dooing from classmates).
| was pleased that even our
shyest student managed to get
through it with some smiles and
supportive applause.

Meanwhile, our sixteen S3
students are spending this week
and next week sitting for national
exams at a nearby school. It's a
sober time as results for many
students nationwide can deter-
mine further educational
opportunities. Their close-knit
relationships have helped them
study, so we'll all wait with
baited breath to see how they do.

The Rwandan education
system narrows in the “A-Level’
10th to 12th years to a 4-subject
"combination” that includes three
intensive topics plus entrepren-

eurship. Our offerings of History-
Econ-Geography and Math-
Econ-Geography next year will
fit with some of our students'
plans but we know that others
will choose to go elsewhere. The
process of offering a broader-
based Environmental Studies
program (we are still working on
the infrastructure to get
approval) will hopefully minimize

the number of students who shift
in and out of our school after S3.
We'll be explaining more about
those plans on our website soon.

We can accept gifts of cars,
boats, or other vehicles. Call
Action Donations at (866) 244-
8464. After you give them
information about your donation,
you will be asked about the
charity to which you wish to
donate. It is

Setting Priorities...

Girls often miss more school than
boys and have a harder time
attending because of the duties
required of them at home—
helping with cooking, child care,

fetching water, and cleaning.

One of The Rwanda School
Project's priorities is helping girls

get to and remain in school
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In 2007, The Rwanda School
Projectreceived a donation from
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
Santa Rosa, CA which enabled
us to purchase land about an
hour's drive from the capital city
of Kigali in Rwanda, Africa. In
2008, the Sierra Pacific Synod
authorized us to solicit funds in a
two-year effort to get our school
started. Bishop Mark Holmerud
has visited our school twice, and
Bishop Mullen serves on our
board.

As a result of that effort, we
have partnered with many con-
gregations, not only in the Sierra
Pacific Synod, but from all over
the United States. Without those
partners, we would still be
envisioning a future school.
Now, as we look forward to
2013, we have a viable school, a
growing student body, and dedi-
cated teachers.

This December issue of our
newsletter is being sent to every
congregation in the Sierra
Pacific. We ask you to consider
making The Rwanda School
Project your mission partner.
Will you consider including us a
recipient of your Advent or
Easter offerings? Wil you
highlight our Rwamagana
Lutheran School in your Sunday
School education program?

Members of our board would
be happy to come to your
congregation and give a sermon,
temple talk, or talk to your adult
class or Sunday School. We
would like you to become
partners on our team.



Sustainability
Because southeastern Rwanda is
not served with water or electri-
city infrastructure and because
erosion and careful water use are
significant concerns, it behooves
us to develop independent and
self-sustaining  systems.  Our
building design includes water
catchment systems, solar power,
passive lighting, and perma-
culture gardens, which will serve
both as food supplement and
agricultural “lab”. This leads to
our curriculum, which will focus
heavily on concepts of sustain-
ability and careers which relate to
sustainable development.
Graduates will be prepared to
lead Rwandan communities in
sustainable projects.

We offer Full
Circle French
Roast coffee,
from Rwanda.
You can purchase
our coffee at

Holy Cow Coffee:
http://www.holycowcoffeeroasters.com
/Rwanda-Fair-Trade-00021.htm

Valerie Jennings
The Fabulous Women of
Petaluma, CA have chosen to
champion the cause ofThe
Rwanda School ProjectThey
host an annual “The Festival of
Trees,” a huge event that brings
awareness and financial support
to the school. Two of the U.S.
board members serve on both the
Rwanda School Project Board
and the Fabulous Women Board.
Both organizations are
structured with the purpose of
making a difference, highlighting
the importance of education in
our world.

Perhaps you belong to a
group that might highlightThe
Rwanda School Projecteither
by offering information about
our school, or adding it to your
donor list.

Inviting people to your home is a
great way for people to enjoy
themselves, while giving them the
opportunity to participate in
supporting the school. Some tips
on hosting a fundraising party:

» Solicit donations for food and
beverages.

* Suggest a donation from each
guest ($40/$50 per person)

* Ask a board member to make
a presentation.

* Play our DVD with footage
from the school (we'd be
happy to provide)

» Display photos of students,
local Rwandan crafts, serve
Rwandan coffee!

If you are interested in having a

board member attend, please let

us know.

Contributions
The Rwanda School Project has
501(C)3 status so all
contributions are tax deductible.
Contributions can be made by
sending a check to:

The Rwanda School Project
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409

Credit card contributions can be
made online at:
www.rwandaschoolproject.org
At the left, click on the “You Can
Help” link and then go to the
secure link.

PLEASE DONATE NOW
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