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Have you ever wondered what it
would be like to ice skate having
never seen ice before?

Patricia, a student from the
Rwamagana Lutheran School,
was chosen as one of four of our
students to travel to the United
States this summer thanks to a
grant to develop youth leadership secured through Pacific
Lutheran Theological Seminary
in California. I was fortunate
enough to spend the day with
her. She had an amazing spirit
and long after my feet hurt too
much to continue, she was
floating along like she had been
doing this for years. Her spirit
of adventure and willingness to
try anything made it fun to watch
and a great lesson for my two
young daughters who helped her

learn something new. Don’t be
afraid, have faith because life is
full of surprises.
I think about Patricia and
reflect on our little school and all
we have accomplished in six
years but with an eye to the
future. In January, we will be
adding another grade and
approximately 30 students. Just
like Patricia, we must be open to
try new things and put on a pair
of shoes with a sharp blade
glued to the bottom and skate in
circles on frozen water. Have
faith, hold on to a good friend
and don’t be afraid because life
is full of surprises.
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The Rwanda School Project
Board is pleased to announce
that an anonymous donor has
offered to match up to $20,000
toward building a dormitory!
(See article on page 2)
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Val Hulsman

One way to help raise money and
excitement about The Rwanda
School Project, is to host a
“Party with a Purpose” at your
home. Several of our board
members have done this, with
great success! (See article on page 3)
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Melissa Becker
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Qfubmvnb, CA started in
2006 with a goal in mind: to
gather fun women together and
help causes that touch our hearts.
What started off with just a few
girlfriends has grown into a
dynamic female force that has
made a positive impact on the
local Petaluma community and
beyond. (See story on page 3)

Last month we showed you a
photograph of Jimmy holding up
the first egg from our chickens.
In this photo, Jimmy, our
“chicken expert” enlists the help
of some of his friends in
attending to the chickens.
This month, we will
highlight “Marianne.” When she
joined our school, her motivation was high but she was shy,
fearful, and seemed to have
trouble understanding almost
every class. (Continued on page 3)
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We are open for business and we
need a dormitory! We have the
plans and we are ready to move
forward. Thanks to the generosity of a donor, each dollar you
give will be DOUBLED by the
incredible $20,000 matching gift!
We have admitted those
students who are within walking
distance to our school, but in
order to grow, we must admit
students who need to live at the
school. In this way, we will be
able to balance our student body
with both students who can pay
tuition as well as those who
cannot pay. So, we have the
students, we have the plans... all
we need are your prayers and
your help. We are using one
classroom to house five boys and
remodeled a building to house
twelve girls.

Girls' sleeping space

While this temporary situation is
not unsafe nor unsuitable, it’s
not a sustainable solution as the
school grows.
We’re eager to get started on
a construction project to build a
dorm. We have a dorm mother
to care for the girls, but we are
now at a stop until we build the
dorm. Please use the enclosed
envelope and designate your gift
as “dormitory” to double your
gift using our matching fund's
grant.

Robin Stricker and dorm mother
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Robin Strickler, Principal

As we come to the last term of
our 2nd year, we are hard at
work making the year an
excellent one but we are also
turning our sights to focus on the
2012 school year that will start
in January.
Recently, staff and administrators sat together and looked at
the five focus areas of Curriculum, Instruction, School
Culture and Character, Assessment and Leadership. We agreed
that we have done a good job of
creating a caring school culture
where students feel safe and
respected. Next year, we'd like to
put more work into curriculum
and assessment so that we can be
sure that our academic standards
are consistently high and that
students know where they stand
and where they are going. I had
an indication that we were
heading in a good direction
when I saw the note at the end of
a student's report about the
children's book Shin's Tricycle.

Although she had read more
difficult books, this book about a
boy who died in the bombing of
Hiroshima really touched her
heart. She wrote, “This was the
first book I really enjoyed
reading even though it made
tears come to my eyes. Thank
you for bringing it to our school
library.” As I traveled around the
USA this summer showing other
people pictures of our students
and their school, the one thing I
could always repeat with
confidence is that they are very
thankful to everyone who has
helped to make their education a
reality.
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(Continued from page 1)

Marianne showed a talent for art
and a strong memory for
complex dance steps, so I was
pretty sure that she had the
capacity to learn well. At a home
visit, it became clear to us why
Marianne was struggling. Living
in extreme poverty, she stays
with her grandmother and her
terminally ill mother. All the
work of fetching water, cooking,
gathering firewood and cleaning
falls to her and her grandmother.
To make matters worse, her
grandmother explained that last
year in Primary 6, Marianne
missed a lot of school taking
care of her little sister who was
less than 2 years old – and who
died in the hospital after several
months of illness. No wonder
she was having trouble keeping
up in school! And Marianne had
been earning a little extra money
(Continued on page 3)
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To have fun and help others at
the same time is a winning
combo!

(Continued from page 1)

The first hour is just for chatting,
sharing appetizers and beverages, and networking. Our
hostess always gets an opportunity to talk about her charity.
This gives everyone a chance to
listen, learn, and connect to the
cause. There is no pressure on
the giving. Women donate
whatever they are inspired to
give. There is definitely strength
in numbers. The slogan, “One
person, no matter how small
CAN make a difference” really
describes the group, as it is
wonderful to see how each small
contribution builds into a
substantial one that can change
lives.

We believe that our mission
statement, “a group of women
who socialize, fund raise, and
support meaningful community
causes that improve lives and
empower the next generation”
articulates our desire to reach out
to the world around us and
contribute what we can to make
the world a little bit better. It is
very powerful to hear the stories
of others and connect our hearts.

Melissa Becker and Robin Strickler

As a member of The Rwanda
School Project Board and The
Fabulous Women Board, I feel
doubly blessed as the two groups
have much in common. Both are
structured with the purpose of
making a difference and highlighting the importance of
education in our world.
The beauty of The Fabulous
Women is that it is lifechanging, fun, positive and can
be replicated in other communities. If you are interested in
The Fabulous Women, we invite
you to check out our web page at
wwwpetalumawomen.com, or
contact Krista Gawronski at
thefabulouswomen@gmail.com
or call: 799-2153—we would
love to hear from you!
Qbsuz!xjui!b!Qvsqptf

Inviting people to your home, is
a great way for people to enjoy
themselves, while giving them
the opportunity to participate in
supporting the school.
Some
tips on hosting a fundraising
party:
• Solicit donations for food
and /beverages.

•

Suggest a donation from each
guest close to the amount
they’d spend on dinner out
($40/$50 per person)Þ
• Ask a board member to
attend to talk about the
students, and the schoolÞ
• Play a DVD with footage
from the school (we'd be
happy to provide)Þ
• Display photos of students,
local Rwandan crafts, serve
Rwandan coffee!
If you are interested in having a
board member attend, please let
us know.
tuvefou!tupsjft"
(Continued from page 2)

by dancing at weddings.
When we asked if she might
stay after school three days a
week in order to study with other
students, we were very touched
when her grandmother offered to
do her chores for her on those
days so that Marianne might
improve at school. Even when
families want girls to do well in
school, it sometimes requires a
significant sacrifice.

We can accept gifts of cars,
boats, or other vehicles. Call
866 244-8464. The name of the
organization that will be picking
up your car is Auction
Donations. After you give them
information about your donation,
you will be asked about the
charity to which you wish to
donate. It is Uif! Sxboeb
tdippm!qspkfdu/
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Financial Report - Rwanda School Project
January 1, 2011 to June 30, 2011

Where we get our money:

Where we spend our money:

Individuals
$30,029.50
Churches and organizations
$13,581.08
Credit card donations
$ 2,025.40
Grants
$12,189.30
Thrivent choice $ 508.00
ELCA
$12,390.00
Savings transfers $15,000.00
Interest
$
23.21
*Other
$12,237.38
TOTAL
$97,983.87

School operations $17,474.49
School payroll
$36,242.30
Loan payments $28,160.97
Credit card deductions
$ 171.11
Fees, taxes, and depreciation
$ 1,593.00
Audit
$ 2,000.00
Miscellaneous
$ 3,415.58
**U.S. expenses (overhead)
$ 1,356.42
Capital improvements
$ 7,570.00
TOTAL
$97,983.87

*Note: this is our shortfall for this
period.
Board receives no salaries or other
compensation.
Loan will be repaid in less than a year.

Income

**(fees, stationary, postage and phone
cards)
Overhead is approximately 1.4%.

Expense
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If your company has a matching
grant program, or if you know of
some sources for funding, please
contact us so that we can follow
up on your suggestion. We are
especially looking for a grant for
energy/solar power or other types
of sustainable energy.

If you are a Thrivent member,
you can direct your Thrivent
Choice Dollars to The Rwanda
School Project. The ID number
is 515067584.

Environmental sustainability is
part of being socially responsible.

Contributions
The Rwanda School Project has
501(C)3 status so all
contributions are tax deductible.
Contributions can be made by
sending a check to:
The Rwanda School Project
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Credit card contributions can be
made online at:
www.rwandaschoolproject.org
At the left, click on the “You
Can Help” link and then go to
the secure link
PLEASE DONATE NOW
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Robin Strickler, Principal
Joy Petty, President
Melissa Becker, Vice President
Libby Bullock, Secretary
Karl Smith, Treasurer
Greg Farrell
Carol Floyd
Val Hulsman
Bishop David Mullen
Cathy Whitlow
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Augustine Rutamu, President, Kigali
Patrick Aslimwe, Rwamagana
Liberathe Irambona, Kibungo
Peace Musoni, Kigali
Francine Nyirandoreyaho, Rwamagana
Rehma Raja, Kigali
Meshack Rurangwa, Kigali
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