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T his class of 16 remarkable 
young people are ready 

to face their future and are 
eager to change the future of 
Rwanda! They have studied to-
gether, laughed together, cried 
together, played together, and 
best of all have learned to trust 
each other, support each other, 
and love each other.

On November 20, 2015 our 
students, along with relatives, 
friends, and teachers, gath-
ered together to receive their 
diplomas, congratulations, and 
blessings from teachers and 
church leaders.

“�Why�did�you�decide�to�attend�Rwamagana�
Lutheran�School�in�the�first�place?” 

“My reason to attend was to acquire the best 
education possible. I also wanted to develop mor-
ally in order to achieve my determined goals.”

“�How�has�the�school�met�or�not�met�your�
expectations?” 

“The school has met my expectations by teach-
ing me public speaking, giving me the ability to 
adapt quickly, and in teaching me to take care of 
the environment.” 

“�Do�you�feel�the�Rwamagana�Lutheran�School�has�
prepared�you�to�either�continue�your�education�
or�enter�the�workforce?�Is�yes,�how?�If�not,�why�
not?” 

“The school has prepared me because I expect 
good marks from the National Exam which can take 
me to the university.” 

“The school has prepared me because it has 
equipped me with the skills needed to join the 
workforce, as well as to shape me into a person who 
can meet university standards.”

Rwamagana Lutheran School 
Graduates First Class

ASK
AN�RLS�GRADUATE
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N ine years ago in Rwanda, an engi-
neer in Rwanda was trying to sketch 

a building for me, but he had great 
difficulty showing its spatial details and 
he ended up “drawing in the air” to try to 
show me his idea. A teenaged boy in my 
class drew belabored stick figures to il-
lustrate his story. Ten or eleven Rwandan 
artists in the aftermath of the genocide 
seemed to be copying one or two suc-
cessful painters in numbing repetition. 

Recently, Rwanda launched its first 
music school. A part of the Workforce 
Development Authority, its purpose is to 
help musicians be able to compete suc-
cessfully with better-trained Ugandan, 
Kenyan and Tanzanian artists. In other 
words, the music business can be part of 
the Rwandan economic picture.

In the years after the genocide, the 
arts and creativity took a back seat to 
mere survival. Today, Rwanda’s arts scene 
is abuzz with art studios, musicians, film 
makers and small theater groups starting 
to become part of Rwanda’s social and 
cultural fabric. Rwanda has always had 
a rich tradition of dance, craftsmanship, 
story-telling, spoken poetry and folksong, 
but until recently, even those suffered as 
the older generation was separated from 
the younger one by death and the disrup-
tion of families separated in diaspora and 
refugee camps, often in different coun-
tries. In the past few years, dancers have 
been learning more and more traditional 
dances from community dance troupes 
instead of from family elders, helping 
Rwanda to preserve its cultural legacy.

At Rwamagana Lutheran School this 
year, we are focusing on more of the 
“whole person” in our program. Beyond 
the fact that 150 students need activi-
ties on the weekends (!) and even as we 
make an effort to raise math scores and 
promote scientific thinking, we are also 
expanding our extracurricular “Crew” 
curriculum and opportunities for music 
study, creative expression and emphasis 
on critical thinking games, puzzles, and 
problem-solving. Posters, collage and 
illustrations are starting to grace history 
and economics assignments, helping 
students to represent their thinking and 
enrich their expression.

Meanwhile, our two yearlong volun-
teers, Savanna and Katie (from YAGM and 
Princeton in Africa) are training with a 

ROBIN’S�LETTER

T hanks to Yvonne Kocur, a teacher at the Catoctin School 
of Music in Sterling, Va., the students’ “Practice-a-thon” 

there helped to raise $4,000 so we could buy guitars and a 
keyboard! Some schools justify music study by pointing to 
increased math scores and better self-discipline. Opportunity 
for self-expression and just the joy of really singing are just 
as important! We’re so pleased to have this opportunity, and 
teacher Dan is running guitar classes weekly and our choir is 
growing. Students are learning to read music.

On the Right Note



group of students to run in a half-mara-
thon in May. The government’s new 2016 
curriculum also calls for classes in sports 
for the first time, and teachers Joshua, 
Celine and Victor are helping students 
get more active.  A greater emphasis 
on physical fitness and health will also 
prepare students to enjoy a basketball 
court, made possible by a grant from 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of 
Sacramento, as well as contributions of 
balls, T-shirts and equipment from the 
Sacramento Kings! We see a huge need 
for girls, especially, to become more 
athletically involved. In East Africa as a 
whole, girls’ football teams, basketball 
teams and other team sports are taking 
off, giving new avenues for leadership, 
self-discipline, fitness and sportsmanship.

I think especially of “Donatha”, an 8th 
grader who studies with us on sponsor-
ship because of her family’s extraordi-
nary challenges. A good student, she 
also adores sports and longs to be part 
of team activities. I see sports as an av-
enue for her to overcome the stigma of 
her family’s misfortunes, a way for her to 
be known for her own accomplishments.

Finally, the boys at our school are 
excited that soon they will be moving 
into our new dormitory, made possible 
largely by the incredibly generous sup-
port of an anonymous donor. Our boys 
have been walking a mile each way to 
their rented dorm for years. Thank God, 
we have had no road accidents, but they 
have persevered through rain and chill 
and fog and hot sun and they will love 

having their own place to settle in! 
As we move forward into our SEV-

ENTH year of operation, I am so thankful 
for teachers who are honing their ped-
agogical skills, for students who bring 
their curiosity and talents, for parents 
serving on our PTA, and for administra-
tors who are setting goals for our future 
success. We literally would not be here if 
it weren’t for the wonderful support of 
prayers, volunteers, donors, senders of 
books, dreamers and advisors who have 
helped us get to this point! Blessings to 
you all!

—Robin Strickler
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A girls’ debate was held in connection with International Wom-
en’s Day, March 8, 2016.  It was organized by a girls’ school 

in Gisozi, Rwanda.  Our girls debated against some of the top girls’ 
schools in the country and won! The debate was about whether 
gender equality is the path to sustainable development. our girls 
were featured in an article in The New Times, Rwanda’s Leading 

English Daily. The article said, “Rwamagana Lutheran School 
emerged as the winner and walked away with the trophy after lock-
ing horns with FAWE Gahine, the organizing school. ...  Angerita 
Kagaju from Rwamagana Lutheran School excited the audience 
with her maestro skills on the guitar.”  Way to go girls!

Rwamagana girls win debate



LEVEL NUMBER AMOUNT RECEIVED NEEDED
Sustaining Contribution 1 $100,000 1 0

Pillar Contribution 10 $10,000 7 3
Bedrock Contribution 20 $1,000 20 0

Page 4 • The Rwamagana Lutheran School Newsletter

Please send us your current e-mail address to help 
us complete or update our records. We would love 
to reduce both our paper consumption and our 
printing and mailing costs by offering an electron-
ic version of the newsletter.  If you would like to 
continue receiving a paper version we are happy 
to continue to mail.  However, if you would prefer 
to receive our quarterly newsletter by e-mail,  
indicate that preference. The full version of the 
newsletter will be sent as an e-mail attachment.

Send Us Your E-Mail Address!

info@RwandaSchoolProject.org
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Help Us Go Green!

Last September, we unveiled our plans for 
our 100-bed boys’ dormitory. Contruction 

is underway!
Even though we 

have reached our goal 
for sustaining and 
bedrock contributors, 
we still need three pil-
lar contributors. If you 
have made a bedrock 
contribution, perhaps 
you will consider mak-

ing a three-year pledge to raise it to a pillar 
donation. Contributions of $1,000 or more 
may be spread out over the next three years.

Any amount you can give will help us 
with the remaining $35,263 needed to 
complete the fundraising for our dorm. If 
you can help us at any level of giving, please 
visit our website to make a donation by 
credit card or send us a check with a “boys’ 
dorm” memo line. Contact Karl Smith: 707 
829-0606, if you have any questions.

PROGRESS�REPORT

Goal: $225,000 

Collected�to�
date�(4/1/16): 

$189,737

Needed�to�
reach�goal�(by�
May�1,�2016): 

$35,263

Boys’ dorm
update


