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2018 Building Projects Announced

I

n 2012 we built a 50-bed girls' dormitory

Divide”, first announced in our last

is to raise an additional $70,000. You

boys' dormitory. Now, it is time for us to

lab consisting of 20 computer stations, 3

of $30/mo (computers), $50/mo (solar

(Phase I), and in 2016 we built a 100-bed

complete the dormitory part of our campus

by finishing the job we began in 2012. We
need your help to complete the girls’ dorm

newsletter, is to build a networked computer
servers, an intranet, and computer programs
for research and development.

The cost of these two projects is

(Phase II) by adding an additional 50-bed

approximately $100,000. We have started

A second project, “Building the Digital

about $30,000, so our goal for this year

dormitory to our existing 50-bed dorm.

a building fund and currently have raised

can help by making a monthly donation
to power the computers), or $100/mo

(dorm expansion). To use your credit card
go to w w w.r wandaschoolproject.org
or please send a check. If you have any
questions you can contact Karl Smith, karl@
rwandaschoolproject.org.
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One Girl Can
Make A Difference
BY CHLOE CULLEN

T

hroughout my life I have always

sign, and my goal of one year’s

the age of five, I have been a

nights in front of my local Petaluma

had a passion for music. Since

member in a professional world

music children’s choir. Since

the age of eleven, I have been
playing the guitar. In the choir,
we sang in dozens of languages

and traveled around the world.

I have sung in Ireland, at the
London Olympics, and locally, at
the Napa Valley Opera House, and
at San Francisco's Yoshi’s. I have
also had the opportunity to sing

with bands such as David Benoit,
Christopher Cross and Ladysmith

was really nervous. Busking is a very
up close and personal experience.
I didn’t have the security of my

choir around me. It was just me
trying to catch people’s attention

in their busy lives. I’ve learned
that I have to make myself heard. I

quickly gained confidence and now
I sing louder. I have become more
comfortable singing alone and
introducing myself to strangers.

Now, a year later, busking

continues to make a real impact

but it has also unexpectedly

community are very kind. I have

brought teamwork and leadership

into my life and strengthened my

confidence on stage and off. I have

found my passion through my voice

and guitar, and I wanted to use this
passion to make a difference. That
is how my music and The Rwanda
School Project came together.

One of the most inspirational

people I know is my elementary
school principal, Melissa Becker.

As a student at her school she
was an inspiration to me from

K indergar ten to 6th grade.

Through her, I learned about the
Rwamagana Lutheran School, and

on my life. The people in my

realized that my job is the easy part

and that I am just the messenger.

The real people making the
difference are all the generous

people who donate money to help

your school and encourage me to
keep on singing. One interaction
that I will never forget was with a
homeless man that danced to the

beat of my song as he walked by.

When he reached me he handed
me an old teddy bear. I was so

surprised by this kind gesture. This
man had no money, but he still
gave me what he could.

I am ver y grateful to The

I was inspired to help. I wanted to

Rwanda School Project for giving

to make a difference in the life of

courage to step out of my comfort

take my love of music and use it

a girl in Rwanda. “The Girl Effect”
soon became my motto - one girl
in California raising the tuition for
one girl in Rwanda. One girl can
make a difference.

I started busking on the street

corner with my guitar, a “Girl Effect”
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movie theater. In the beginning, I

Black Mambazo.

Music is not only my inspiration,

Check out Chloe’s Youtube Channel at
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChloeCullen

tuition. I usually sang on Fridays

me the inspiration to find the
zone. I expected to raise money,

but what I didn’t expect was how
much I would gain from the whole

experience. I went out looking to

fill up a jar full of money, but I
ended up filling up my own heart.

NEWSFLASH!!!

Start of
School 2018

T

he new year has started and our
Senior 1 students are enjoying
their f irst librar y books af ter
attending orientation! We are seeing
a wide range of abilities this year,
from a few students from very rural
schools and refugees from Burundi
who are struggling to put a sentence
together to other students who can
jabber in English very comfortably.
Meanwhile, the new Senior 6
class has come in with a notably
studious air, The boys have shaved

their heads and the girls are looking
snappy with their uniforms neatly
tucked. "We're going to be the best!"
Teachers also are putting great
efforts and teamwork to start the
new year....thanks to everyone, we're
off and running!
And you may see a familiar face
at the library desk there....that is
2015 graduate Ornella, who is now
working as our librarian, and doing
a fantastic job!

Congratulations to Mucyo Pacifique, a November
2017 graduate who received a fully funded

scholarship to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
This scholarship covers all tuition, books, living

expenses, and fees for a four-year-bachelor's degree
in integrated sciences. This is one of the greatest

honors that can be awarded to one of Rwamagana

Lutheran School's graduates. We are so proud of
Mucyo! A full story with photos will be included
in a future newsletter

JOB SEARCH UPDATE
In December last year, our founder, Robin Strickler,

announced her retirement. Since then, we have
undertaken a worldwide search to find the person

to lead our school in the years to come. To date, we
have received 30 applications and have interviewed
four individuals, one from Kenya, one from New

York, another from Dallas, and a fourth candidate
from Australia.

Our plan calls for the new Head of School to

start in January 2019, and we ask for your prayers

as we progress to this next step in the history of
our school in Rwamagana.

SPONSORS NEEDED
Our 2018 school year started in January and we have

137 students enrolled in six grades. All students

must take entrance tests to come to our school, and
our stated preference goes to girls and orphans,
but all qualified students are accepted regardless

of their ability to pay. We do ask all parents to pay
tuition but in 2017 the average amount paid by
each family was $587.29. Most of our students (119)

board at the school but only 51 of those students

are sponsored. In 2017, it cost us $2,551 to educate
one student for one year. This includes the cost of

teachers, supplies and uniforms, as well as room

and board for 119 students and lunch for the 18
day students.

WOULD YOU CONSIDER
SPONSORING A STUDENT?
Full sponsorship, $140 mo.
Half-sponsorship, $70/mo

Quarter-sponsorship, $35/mo
For more information, contact our Sponsorship

Chairperson, Debbi Holmerud, djholmerud@gmail.
com or Karl Smith, (707) 829-0606.
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HELP US
GO GREEN!
Send Us Your E-Mail Address!
Please send us your current e-mail address to help

us complete or update our records. We would love
to reduce both our paper consumption and our

printing and mailing costs by offering an electronic
version of the newsletter. If you would like to

continue receiving a paper version we are happy
to continue to mail. However, if you would prefer to

receive our quarterly newsletter by e-mail, indicate
that preference. The full version of the newsletter
will be sent as an e-mail attachment.

info@RwandaSchoolProject.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
Robin Strickler, Head of School
robinrutsi@gmail.com
P.O. Box 82
Rwamagana, Rwanda
Tel: +250 (0)78-856-9212
Karl Smith, President
karl@rwandaschoolproject.org
1300 St. Francis Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
(707) 829-0606

U.S. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robin Strickler, Head of School
Karl Smith, President, California
Melissa Becker, Vice President, California
Libby Bullock, Secretary, California
Joy Petty, Treasurer, California
Sally Bullock, California
Greg Farrell, New York
Debbi Holmerud, California
Margaret McLean, California
Melissa Roussin, Minnesota
Karen Saenger, British Columbia
Cathy Whitlow, Virginia

RWANDA
GOVERNING BOARD
Kazarwa Francoise, President
Rutamu Augustine, Treasurer
Rukundo Pacifique (teacher rep)
Kimenyi Innocent
Mpamo Andrew
Karekezi Bosco

