
Rwamagana Leaders’ School Corporate Social Responsibility 

It was on the Saturday 14 March 2020, when Rwamagana Leaders’ School had its first 
General Parents’ meeting; parents were very happy with how their kids were 
progressing and looking healthy6. Everything seemed okay and normal. Many of us had 
heard about the COVID-19 and how it was closer to all of us in Rwanda but as a routine 
at RLS, all people entering campus wash their hands with soap and clean water. A few 
minutes towards the end of the meeting, a government notice is shared in the media 
and guess what? A COVID-19 positive case had been reported in Rwanda and this cut 
short everything: parents were given 15 minutes to vacate campus and advised not to 
hug their kids, something very difficult in our Rwandan culture.  

An emergency student assembly was called to communicate with our students about 
the update and to comfort them that everything was under control, advising them to 
report in case they felt any abnormal increase in their temperature. At around a few 
minutes past midnight, a Ministerial instruction was issued for students and teachers to 
vacate schools by the 16 March 2020 and that is what we did with many questions of 
uncertainty amongst the students and staff. 

 

On the 21 March, the office of the Prime Minister announced new measures that were 
to take effect at 23:59 pm that very day. The instruction is summarized below: 

1. Unnecessary movements and visits outside home are not permitted 
2. Electronic payments and online banking services should be used 
3. All employees (Public and Private) shall work from home except for those 

providing essential services 
4. Borders are closed 
5. Travel between different cities and districts of the country are not permitted 
6. Shops and markets are closed except those selling food, medicine, hygiene and 

cleaning products, fuel and other essential items. 
7. Motos(motorcycles) are not permitted to carry passengers 
8. All bars are closed 
9. Restaurants and cafes may provide take away services 
10. Local government institutions and security organs are tasked with ensuring 

compliance with these institutions.  



Most of the above measures were really called for and came at the right time because 
most people in Rwanda just as in the entire continent work from hand to mouth, with no 
savings and yet with lots of bills to pay. Life seemed impossible to many; Hunger was to 
kill majority before the COVID-19. It should be noted that the majority of people in 
Rwamagana district are motorcyclists, cyclists(bicycles), work in bars, work on 
construction sites; in simple terms most work in those sectors whose operations had 
been closed by the Instruction. Such difficult situations call for difficult solutions.  

Rwamagana Leaders’ School Involvement in the solution 

As a school that prides it’s self as a hub for future leaders, something had to be done. 
No budget allocation in place for such emergencies outside school, but something had 
to be done. The abrupt closure of the school term made it even very complicated, as 
students left without paying school fees but something had to be done. 

As a school that also builds in our students and staff spiritual development, it made a lot 
of justification for something to be done. Rwamagana Leaders’ School needed to be 
proactive in supporting some of the solutions. The scripture is clear in Mark 12:28-31 
and Matthew 25:31-40 

Mark 12:28-31 

28  One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus 
had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the 
most important?" 29  "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 31  The second 
is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. ‘There is no commandment greater than these." 

Matthew 25: 31-40 

31  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 
his glorious throne. 32  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 
the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33  He 
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34  "Then the King will say to 
those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35  For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, 36  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' 37  "Then the righteous 
will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? 38  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? 39  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to 
visit you?' 40  "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' 

In order for us to do what the scriptures advise us to do and to be socially responsible to 
the community in which we operate, Rwamagana Leaders’ School contributed food 
through the Joint Action Development Forum(JADF), a multi stakeholder platform that 
facilitates and promotes full participation of citizens in decentralized and participatory 
governance and improves service provision processes with representatives from the 
public sector, private sector and civil society. The food was towards feeding the people 



whose income sources disappeared with the lockdown in the district in which we 
operate.  

Rwamagana Leaders’ School also provided food stuff to 45 families that stay in our 
school neighborhood.  

 

The need was huge, but the resources were limited. The list in our sector has over 1000 
families of which many have more than 4 members. 

We are so grateful for the quick response from the Rwanda School Project president 
and treasurer who quickly made it possible to have some funds available, to the entire 
board for all you do for humanity, to our generous donors who have stood with us 
before and during this pandemic, and above all to God who enables all of us to do what 
we do with smiles, love and compassion. 


