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As our S6 Seniors prepare to graduate, 
we asked them about their time at 

RSP and what their education has done for 
them. This is what they said:

“ Education opened my eyes and 
thoughts, and me realize that I can 
[do what I dream]! It 
also helped me to know 
what really matters in 
life, and how to live.” 

L a i c a

“Education helped me to pursue 
my future career. It also 
helped me increase my 
leadership qualities and 
behave in the community 
as a skilled person”

O r n e L L a  i r a k O z e

“ I want to be a good economist who 
helps the government in setting and 
organizing economic activities and 
policies. Due to education, especially 
from RLS, I am able to do public 
speaking and have increased 
my social and academic 
skills. I also have many 
friends with whom I can 
share different ideas.”

S a m

“ I want to help my county to develop. 
I’ve come very far from an illiterate and 
poor background [where I] 
couldn’t envision the future, 
but with education I get the 
knowledge that I need.” 

a m a n i

“ Education has made me a 
critical thinker and a good 
reader. It has made me 
learn to never give up”

G O r e t t i  U w i z e y i m a n a

“ I would love to study history and 
computer science in college, though 
I am also interested in photography 
and media studies. Education, to 
me, has been a tool and at the same 
time a bridge to help put some of 
my dreams into reality. It’s given me 
a broad and vast view of 
the world and also given 
me opportunities through 
failure. Education is for life!”

D av i D

In Their Own Words

 A gift from 
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 
in Sacramento, CA. 
From left: Karl Smith, 
Senior Pastor Todd 
Smith and Gretchen 
Eischen. Read more 
on pages 2 and 3!
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We saw him sitting by a pile of rocks, 
pounding them with a hammer 

into gravel at the construction site 
below our school – a boy, certainly not 
18. Father Andrew and I made our way 
down to  the foreman of the construction 
crew that is building the boys’ dormitory. 
“How old is he?” “Why isn’t he in school?” 
Rwanda has labor laws that don’t allow 
young people under 18 to be hired be-
cause they should be in school. 

Our foreman called over a fellow 
worker to explain; she was a neighbor 
who told us that his father is an alcoholic, 
that his mother has several other young-
er children to care for, and that he is 15. 

He had gone to 7th grade for the first 
term, but dropped out for lack of school 
fees. “If you stop him, he’ll just go back 
to farming,” said the young woman. We 
acknowledged, too, that school is closing 
in just two weeks. I wrestled with the 
obvious contradiction: should we send 
him away to meet the letter and spirit of 
the law, or should we let him continue so 
he can support his mother and siblings, 
at least during the vacation? 

Another student recently went home 
to discover that her family had simply 
left, leaving no information about where 
they’d gone. Panic, abandonment, and 
despair were some of the feelings she 

told our teacher about when she was 
back at school.

And in Kigali recently, I saw a little boy 
of 8 or so, crossing the street with one 
shoe, his expression vacant, elderly and 
devoid of sparkle, his clothes in rags. He 
was carrying a container, a sure sign of 
sniffing thinner. 

In Rwanda, I am acutely aware that 
many children exist on the edge of 
disaster. Many families are one illness or 
accident away from unravelling. In most 
schools, when students can’t pay, like the 
boy at the construction site, they are sent 
home until they bring money, even if 
that means they leave permanently. And 

R O B I N ’S LE T T E R

It seems good ideas find legs. 
Eddy Thomas was a student 

at Abbotsford Senior Sec-
ondary in British Columbia, 
Canada when he approached 
a counsellor in early 2014 and 
said his dream was to build a 
basketball court for an African 

school. Eddy was born in 1996 
in Khartoum, Sudan. His family 
moved from Sudan to Egypt 
before arriving in Canada in 
2002. Playing basketball on 
school teams taught Eddy 
much about pushing one-
self to be an integral part of 

something bigger.
By chance, at this same 

time I was volunteering at 
Rwamagana Lutheran School. 
And so a school in Africa 
was found and Eddy’s dream 
began to take shape. Eddy, his 
coach, and Leadership teacher 

Samantha Wiebe organized 
a fundraising drive at the 
school’s annual ‘Snowball 
Tournament.” That first year 
we raised around $400 in 
donations.

When I returned to Abby 
in the fall of 2014, some of 

A basketball court for the Rwamagana Lutheran School
b y  k a r e n  S a e n G e r

Some of the abby students who organize bottle drives for fundraising for rSP.  
From left: tanvir, Japneet, Jobe, Denin, madeline, Sarmin, alysha, ilar and marilia

R O B I N ’S LE T T E R c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 3

BA SK E T BALL c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 3



though it sounds cruel, the schools have 
little choice, because they can’t function 
without a budget. I’ve been extraordi-
narily grateful that when such situations 
have arisen at our school, we’ve often 
been able to say, “Don’t worry, we’ll find 
a way for you to stay.” 

There are plenty of sad stories, but 
there’s also magnificent progress: the 
government has recently revamped the 
national curriculum to more accurately 
reflect global standards, and we will 
spend 3 years phasing it in. For universi-
ty, students can actually choose where 
to study. And the little boy in the street 
was partly noticeable to me because 

there are fewer street children than in 
past years. At our school, we’ve begun to 
see more students who act like kids, and 
while they need more reminding, they 
have less of the world’s weight on their 
shoulders than students now in their 20’s. 
And Rwanda was recently listed as one 
of the five safest countries in the world, 
based on a survey that asked people to 
rate their feelings of safety. In a country 
where no one was safe 20 years ago, that 
is something to celebrate.

Today, our Senior 1 students were 
the first to give their presentations for 
Presentation Day. I had to agree with our 
Senior 6 student who commented that 

today’s Senior 1 students are ahead of 
where they were in 2009, and it is true. 
But I also look with enormous pride at 
our graduating seniors and think about 
how far they have come, how much 
they’ve overcome and what wonderful 
people they are. We will miss seeing 
them every day, but I’m convinced they 
will make Rwanda a better place.

So from the misty hills of Rwanda, my 
heartfelt thanks go to all of you who have 
had a role in making this school a reality. 
Buildings, books, benches, boldness, be-
lief in themselves…you are God’s hands, 
making these things happen. Blessings 
to you!
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T his past May, at the annual Sierra 
Pacific Synod Assembly in Sacra-

mento, CA, a group of leaders from Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, including 
Senior Pastor Todd Wallace, heard from 
Karl Smith that RLS would be graduating 

its first class this November.
I felt this was a remarkable 
accomplishment and needed 

acknowledgment in a spe-
cial way. When the idea of 
gifting a basketball court 
came up in conversation, 
I knew immediately this 

would be the perfect thing 
for our congregation to give 

to the school to honor this 
“Pioneer Class” of 16 young men 

and women.
These students have joyfully perse-

vered and navigated myriad challenges 
on a daily basis to achieve what most 
of us take for granted: a high school 
diploma. More importantly, with RLS’ 

education, they are qualified to attend 
college. One integral part of the high 
school experience that we felt was 
missing, however, was the opportunity to 
participate in sports. The basketball court 
presents an opportunity for the school to 
form boys and girls teams and the court 
surface works well for double dutch jump 
rope (another popular activity).

The Holy Spirit was very much guiding 
and blessing this project from the mo-
ment the thought first came to me. We 
were honored and overjoyed to present 
a $14,000 check to Karl Smith for the con-
struction of the basketball court. 

On a side note, one of our staff 
members was successful in reaching out 
to our local NBA team, The Sacramento 
Kings, under their Community Outreach 
Program. The Kings donated basketballs 
and NBA Cares T-Shirts. All in all, this was 
a fun project to honor an exceptional first 
graduating class at Rwamagana Lutheran 
School.

my International Baccalaureate 
students took over fundraising 
for the project by organizing 
Saturday bottle drives each term. 
Our total amount raised has 
grown to about Canadian $2,600. 
Using these funds, combined 
with those from Good Shepherd 
in Sacramento, CA, the court will 
become a reality next year. And 
who knows? One day they might 
find themselves playing with 
RLS students on a court 
they helped build.

Eddy has now 
graduated from 
high school and 
has a job.  He 
wants to save 
some money 
before he pursues 
further education.  His 
younger sister Mercy is 
at Abbotsford and plays on the 
junior basketball team.  She is 
very proud of what her brother 
began, as are all the staff and 
students of Abby Senior, as we 
continue to learn about Rwanda 
and support the Rwamagana 
Lutheran School.

O p E N  C O u R T:  B A S K E T B A L L  C O m E S  T O  R L S

eddy thomas

b y  G r e t c h e n  e i S c h e n

BA SK E T BALL c o n t i n u e d o n p a g e 3

R O B I N ’S LE T T E R c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 2

BA SK E T BALL c o n t i n u e d f r o m p a g e 2



LeveL nUmber amOUnt receiveD neeDeD
Sustaining Contribution 1 $100,000 1 0

Pillar Contribution 10 $10,000 0 10
Bedrock Contribution 20 $1,000 8 12
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Please send us your current e-mail address to help 
us complete or update our records. We would love 
to reduce both our paper consumption and our 
printing and mailing costs by offering an electron-
ic version of the newsletter.  If you would like to 
continue receiving a paper version we are happy 
to continue to mail.  However, if you would prefer 
to receive our quarterly newsletter by e-mail,  
indicate that preference. The full version of the 
newsletter will be sent as an e-mail attachment.

Send Us Your E-Mail Address!

info@RwandaSchoolProject.org
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Help Us Go Green!

In our last newsletter, we unveiled 
the plans for our 100-bed boys’ dor-

mitory. We have a good working rela-
tionship with both our architect and 
contractor. Groundbreaking began 
on October 1, 2015 and by the end 
of the month the walls of the dorm 
were under construction. We expect 
the building to be completed for the 
start of school in January 2016. In the 
photos, you can see our classroom 
building. 

It is our dream to complete the 
building without incurring debt, and 
that is where we need your help. Will 
you please contribute to our building 
fund so that we can provide campus 
housing for our young men? Con-
tributions of $1,000 or more may be 
spread out over the next three years. 
If you can help us at any of level of 
giving, please visit our website to 
make a donation by credit card or 
send us a check with a “boys’ dorm” 
memo line. Contact Karl Smith 707 
829-0606, if you have any questions.

Boys’ Dorm Update
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