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Meet Two of Our Soon-to-be Graduates!
B
oth Carine and George
come from families of six
children with five boys and one
girl. Both of them remarked
that they have two parents,
which in Rwanda is something
young people often mention
because that’s not a given in
Rwanda’s post-war years. And
of course, they are both in Senior 6 at Rwamagana Lutheran
School (RLS), but after that,
there are lots of differences.
Carine is from Kigali, Rwanda’s capital, and she grew up in
the busy Kabeza neighborhood
where her dad is an engineer in
the construction business. She
went to one primary school
and learned French, not English, so when she started 7th
grade, it was a big challenge to
her to switch to English.
Carine joined RLS in Senior
4 (10th grade) and she said that
RLS has helped her to speak
comfortably (in English!) in
front of others, and she also
appreciates the friendships she
has. Aware that the number
of women in business is still
small, she hopes to become
a businesswoman, first by
working for another company
and then eventually starting
her own, so it’s not surprising
that her favorite subject is
Economics. She has a heart for
Rwanda’s development, saying,
“As a businesswoman, I want
to help poor kids who can’t go
to school. That can help me to
help Rwanda develop.”
When asked what steps RLS
should take to become a better
school, she said, “Our situation

would be better if we had
enough electricity, especially
during exam prep time. It’s
frustrating when the lights go
off in rainy season!”
Look for Carine in the future
in one of the growing associations for businesswomen in
Rwanda and East Africa!
George was born in Tanzania and is part of the group
of Lutherans who came home
from exile to eastern Rwanda
after the war. Because of the
disruptions of the war’s aftermath, he ended up going to
five different primary schools.
Even though he liked one
of the schools in Rwanda’s
northeast (Nyagatare) and had
good friends there, George

says that when he came to RLS,
“I wasn’t able to make even
one sentence, but now I can
write an essay. Now I think I
can do more. Socially, I’ve met
many people and have a lot of
friends.”
George started at RLS in
2009, the year that the school
started an English Enrichment
Program, so he’s seen the
school develop from the very
beginning when it had only
24 students. He says, “we have
no academic problem, but if
students have more water and
electricity and maybe a playground, it will help.”
He got bitten by the Geography bug early when he did
his first five-minute presenta-

tion on volcanoes in Senior 1,
and he still claims Geography
as his favorite subject. “Geography involves everything
around us in the environment
and involves us as human
beings. It’s really applicable in
life,” he says. He hopes to get a
scholarship so that he can continue to university and study
environmental sciences “so I
can improve my community
and how Rwanda is now.” He’s
especially interested in learning
about ways to prevent pollution, which is rapidly becoming
a bigger issue in Rwanda as
development increases.
Look for some more interviews with our Seniors as the
year goes on!
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Our S6 students
send you greetings
from Rwamagana!

Help us grow!
I

n this current year, 130 students are enrolled
at our school and we are looking forward to
our first graduating class in November.
Over 100 students board at our school. We
dedicated our girls’ dormitory in January, and
we are renting space for the boys at a nearby

I

school which is over a kilometer from our
campus. Our next building project is to complete Phases II and III of our dormitoryproject
which will consist of a 100-room boys’ dorm.
We have the construction site on campus
and we are envisioning a project which will
involve a group of U.S. contractors/builders
who will help the local contractor and workers

to build the dormitory sometime this year. We
need your financial help to underwrite the cost
of this building. You or your church can become a major contributor byunderwriting the
cost for one student’s living space (a bed, cabinet, sink, and portion of the planned showers
and latrines) for $1,000. If you can help, please
designate your gift as “boys’ dorm”.

Robin’s Letter

n a recent week, we pondered what to do
about a sick chicken, planted some new
trees, learned a little about how to play
chess (teacher workshop), decided where
we could build a boys’ dorm, and of course,
studied things like French verbs, plate
tectonics, how to write a paragraph, find
the area of a solid, use a screw meter gauge
to measure tiny distances and how living
things are divided into taxa.
We are, in many ways, becoming an ordinary high school, with bells ringing between
classes (we whack a tire rim with a metal
bar; the lovely bell we were given is now
too small to be heard all over campus!) and
students hoping to get away with wearing
their uniforms tighter (in the legs) and looser
(at the neck) than administrators wish. At
the same time, we see that we are part of a
larger process.
Rwanda, like many developing nations,

is in a race to catch up to global standards.
theran Church in Oakland, CA, teaching muCurricula, teacher training, equipment,
sic to O-Level students. Although the curtextbooks, power and water, examination
riculum only calls for 1 hour a week of fine
systems, and dozarts study, Danny
ens of other issues
is connecting the
are all targets
dots by also being
for government
a dorm parent and
improvement.
is working towards
Rwanda’s national
becoming a driver.
university will beMeanwhile, he has
gin PhD programs
students singing
for the first time
“Beautiful Dreamer”
this year. Rwanda
and “Joyful, Joyful,
S2 students participate in crewtime.
also now has its
We Adore Thee”
first formal music
and Rwandan gosschool, started by the government as part
pel music and he’s helping them learn music
of the Workforce Development Authority
notation and rhythm.
(Unusual, right?)
For our new teachers, we’re working hard
At Rwamagana Lutheran School, we’re
to help them figure out how Expeditionary
excited to have Danny Ruzaza, whose music
Learning works, and it is demanding. Until
studies were sponsored by Resurrection Lurecently in Rwanda, the essential compo-

Page 2 • The Rwamagana Lutheran School Newsletter

Honoring
your
support

Karl Smith and Father Andrew
cutting the ribbon on Kitao Hall.

O

n January 17, 2015, three
hundred supporters of
our Rwamagana Lutheran
School celebrated at the dedication of three new campus
buildings. Sorensen Hall, a
fifty-bed girls’ dormitory, is
the first of six planned dormitory units to house students
at our school. Currently, an
equal number of boys live at
a rented facility.
The second building, Tally
Labs, a two classroom fully
equipped science building,
offers state of the art facilities
in order to fully prepare
our students for university
enrollment.
The third building, Kitao
Hall, a kitchen and cafeteria,
gives us a grand building
which is large enough for

Below:
Bishop Mark
Holmerud, Bishop
Everiste Mugabo, and
Pastor Scot Sorensen
cutting the ribbon on
Sorensen Hall.

gatherings, such as our dedication ceremony. We thank
St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Sacramento, Sachiko Kitao,
and Margaret McLean, for

their generosity in helping us
reach this milestone in our
history. We are now ready for
our first graduating class in
November 2015!

nent of being qualified to teach was having
hope: A kid sniffing glue on the street, a new
the knowledge of the content to be taught.
building with local businesses; kids attending
Now we are looking at ways of assessing
school in double shift with 60 in a classroom,
student performance, ways of modeling our
down from 80 in a classroom; people waiting
thinking to students,
for hours for medical
ways to hold students
care, but everyone
accountable for their
covered under the
learning, ways to help
national health plan; a
students increase
child begging in the
their critical thinking
street, but a higher
and ways to integrate
and higher percentage
experiential learning
of children attendwith the government’s
ing school; women
curricula. In governabused or lacking
ment planning circles,
freedom to go out, but
Signs of economic growth in Kigali.
the same terminollaws created to supogies are starting to
port women’s rights
appear as they set high goals for revisions in
in property, inheritance, divorce and employthe educational system.
ment. This is the Rwanda our students will
As you drive through Rwanda, you see so
graduate to, a place where change is constant
many challenges as well as so many signs of
and the drive to “develop” is unrelenting.

We know that some students come with
terrible worries and troubles from home.
Orphans taken in by families can sometimes
be treated as servants. Children whose
parents were traumatized may be neglected or mistreated. Some girls find that their
families value their education less than their
brothers’. Yet we’ve been excited to discover
some new talents among our students…a
student who knows guitar, another who is
a whiz at explaining math to his classmates,
and a new Senior 1 student who has a smile
for everyone and lots of energy and questions for her teachers. I’m always thrilled
when a student gains more confidence and
begins to smile more.
Many thanks to each of you: for books,
prayers, words of encouragement, financial support, and volunteer time. Sometimes I thought
we would never get to our sixth year, but thanks
to you, amazing things are happening.
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Run for Rwanda enters its 4th year!
I

n Africa, girls often have a smaller chance of
getting an education. But in Rwanda women
are changing the face of the country and
taking leadership positions in the Government
and private sector. In fact, a recently passed
Rwandan law states that 30% of the private
and public workforce must be female. The Run
for Rwanda raised money for girls’ sponsorships at the Rwamagana Lutheran School and
was held at Spring Lake in Santa Rosa, California on April 19.
The Run for Rwanda supports scholarships
for girls at the Rwamagana Lutheran School.
In 4 years we’ve raised $13,000 and are excited
to see our first graduating class go out into
the workforce equipped with the tools to
succeed.

Did you know?

67%
of
Rwanda’s congress
is made up of women?

If you are interested in putting on your own
Run for Rwanda, please contact Ellie Petty
at info @rwandaschoolproject.org.

Send Us Your E-Mail Address!
Please send us your current e-mail address to help
us complete or update our records. We would love
to reduce both our paper consumption and our
printing and mailing costs by offering an electronic version of the newsletter. If you would like to
continue receiving a paper version we are happy
to continue to mail. However, if you would prefer
to receive our quarterly newsletter by e-mail,
indicate that preference. The full version of the
newsletter will be sent as an e-mail attachment.

info@RwandaSchoolProject.org
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